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A R-E-A-L-L-Y Big Energy Plot?

Jack Kl.' lIIp

(Abstmcts[rom his tl.'StilllOlly before the Subcommittee 0 11 Nationat Economic
Croioth, Natural Resources, and Rl.'gulatory Affairs, U.S. House 4 Rcprcsenta­
tires. July 15, 1999)

The subjec t here is the prop osed legislation conce rning so-called
"early action cred its" to reward hypothetical reduction s in fossil fuel
emiss ions . These cred its are touted by some as offering a "marke t ap­
p roa ch " en abling us to regulate the future climate of the Earth .

They are nothing of the kind: instead, the y are truly market soc ial­
ism, an artificial devi ce att empting to mimic market activ ity that really
conceals a concerted campaign by in terna tional bureau crats to seize con­
trol of the wo rld's ene rgy supply and indeed of e very facet of our
econom ic life.

TH E ISSUE IS POWER

The Kyoto Pro tocol, the idea of trading credits to facilitate imple­
mentati on of that agreem ent, and the ver y concept of regulating the
wo rld's ene rgy policies through an international treaty together cons ti­
tute a hu ge battle for power-not ju st " p ower" in th e se nse of
con tro lling the energy sources that d rive the world eco no my , but politi­
cal pow er in the sense of "who decid es"; who decid es how fast our
econo my sho uld grovv (or if it sho uld grow at all l), who decides where
the technologies of the future will come from, who decides how and
under what terms the peoples of the developing world will enjoy the
blessings of econo mic freedom and the tremendous wealth that comes
alon g with it. And by "wealth" I mean not just greater per sonal and
nati onal incom e, but the improved quality of life (health, sa fety, and yes,
a clean er env ironme nt) that is the hallmark of an ad van ced free market
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Kyoto and its proponents are the leading edge of the greatest

non-m il itary power pl ay in history, a play for command-and-control
a u thori ty over economic life by a coterie of international bureaucrats
w hos e names, titles, and functions are known to at most a till y frac t ion
of II percent of American voters.

But these are no t the 'faceless burea ucra ts ' we all like to complain
ab out. Their faces , na mes, functions and ex tremis t ideology are all too
well kn own to their well -p laced allies in th ink-tan ks, founda tions, an d
'civic organiza tions ' (i.e. non- governmental organiza tions, or NGOs),
who w ork tirelessly to spread the Ma lthusian message of lim its to
gro w th, 'green ' con tro ls on job crea tion and advanced technology, and
strict con tro ls on populati on .

Together wi th governmen t offici als, these organ iza tions (w ith se­
lecti ve suppo rt from eleme nts of the corpor ate comm uni ty th a t ha ve a
par ticu lar interest to pursue) form a kind of "g loba l iron tr iangle" th at
secures power to advance an elitis t and rad ical agenda at the expen se of
the (\\ 'e rage citizen, and sec ures it in a m anner that con tradic ts the fun­
damen tal princip les of a free socie ty: open exchange of ideas, popular
sove re ign ty, a cons titu tional govern me n t of lim ited power s, and full
accountability to the electo ra te for ac tions taken by government officials.
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