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ABSTRACT. This paper presents a mixed variational framework and numerical examples to
treat a bidimensional friction contact problem in large deformation. Two different contact
algorithms with friction are developed using the 2D finite element code PLAST2. The first
contact algorithm is the classical node-on-segment, and the second one corresponds to an
extension of the mortar element method to a unilateral contact problem with friction. In this
last method, the discretized normal and tangential stresses on the contact surface are
expressed by using either continuous piecewise linear or piecewise constant Lagrange
multipliers in the saddle-point formulation. The two algorithms based on Lagrange
multipliers method are developed and compared for linear and quadratic elements.

RESUME. Dans cet article, est effectuée une étude numérique de différentes méthodes
d ééments finis avec multiplicateurs de Lagrange pour les problémes de contact avec
frottement de Coulomb en grand déplacement. Le probleme de point-selle correspondant est
approché par des éléments finis linéaires ou quadratiques. Les conditions de contact et de
frottement discrétisées sont exprimées au sens faible (raccord de type intégral). Ces
approches généralisent la méthode des éléments finis avec joints aux problémes de contact
frottants. La mise en cauvre de ces techniques est réalisée dans la nouvelle version du code de
calcul par ééments finis en deux dimensions PLAST2. Des comparaisons sont effectuées avec
la méthode du raccord classique « noaids-segments » initialement implantée dans PLAST2.

KEYWORDS: contact, mixed finite element, friction, dynamic explicit, mortar elements.
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REEF — 14/2005. Finite elements in tribology, pages 287 to 304



288 REEF — 14/2005. Finite elementsin tribology

1. Introduction

In order to solve a contact problem with friction, it is necessary to possess
numerical tools adapted to the strong non-linearity, the incompatibility of meshing
on the contact zone and the evolutionary characteristics of the surfaces.

Methods used differ by their contact a gorithm, their time integration scheme and
the construction of the global contact matrices obtained from the writing of the non
interpenetration condition. The solution to a contact problem is obtained using
various methods such as the penalisation or the Lagrange multiplier methods
(Chaudhary, 1986; Kikuchi, 1988; Wriggers, 1995; Zhong, 1992; Wriggers, 1990;
Rebel, 2002). Among these last methods one finds the gradient methods (Raous,
1992; May, 1986), those of the increased Lagrangian or other mixed approaches
(Klarbring, 1986; Simo, 1992; Alart, 1991).

For the resolution of a contact problem without friction using the Lagrange
multipliers method, the construction of the global contact matrices used for the
calculation of contact stresses is not unique. Usually, the classical node-on-segment
strategy (local type approach) is used. The mortar element method initially presented
for domain decomposition has been used for the resolution of a unilateral contact
problem (Hild, 1998-2000-2002). The introduction of another Lagrange multiplier
related to the tangential friction stress following a Coulomb or Tresca law has been
presented by the researchers (McDevitt, 2000; Baillet, 2003). McDevitt and Laursen
have used the mortar element method in the case of small deformations, by using the
penalisation method and for problems of non evolutionary contact surfaces.

In this paper, the contact treatment is based on the mortar-finite elements method
(global type approach), it uses the Lagrange multiplier method and is developed for
large deformation problems where the contact surface is evolutionary. These
algorithms have been implemented and tested in the 2D finite element code
PLAST2. PLAST2 includes large deformation and non linear material behavior. It is
based on a Lagrangian-mesh Cauchy-stress formulation in conjunction with an
explicit time integration scheme. The forward Lagrange multiplier method is used to
treat the contact between deformable bodies.

The paper is organized as follows. First we introduce the equations modeling the
Signorini problem with friction, continuous mixed variational formulation and
contact algorithms are presented. Then several numerical simulations which include
contact between deformable bodies are performed. Comparisons of the two contact
algorithms, the choice of the discretized norma and tangential stresses and the
choice of the element (linear Q1 or quadratic Q2) are carried out. The numerical
examples illustrate the accuracy and robustness of the proposed mortar-finite
element formulation for a contact problem with friction in large deformation.
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2. Continuous problem and functional framework

One considers the deformation of two elastic bodies occupying, in the initia
configuration, two domains Q', j=1,2. For j=1,2 the boundary T"' of each solid is
the union of three non-overlapping parts I" ="} U T UT?. The displacement field

is known on I'! (one can suppose, for example, that the Q' solid is embedded in
r)). The I, boundary is submitted to a density of forces noted g'e (L*(Q))°.
Initidlly the two solids are in contact on the common part of their boundary
[=T!=T?. The Q' body is submitted to f'e (L*(Q'))* forces. The normal unit
outward vector on Q' is noted n' as one designated by u>0 the friction
coefficient (supposed constant on T, by simplification).

The Coulomb problem of contact with friction consists in finding the u’
displacements and the o(u’) stresses which verify the following eguations and
conditions

o(u’)=Dg(u)inQ’, [1]
dive(u’) +f' =0inQ’, [2]
o(u')n' =g’ onT}, (3]
u' =0onT)/, (4]

in which ¢(u’) represents the linearized strain tensor, D' is the fourth order tensor
satisfying the usual symmetry and ellipticity conditions in elasticity. Equations [1],
[2], [3] and [4] respectively designate the behaviour relation, the equilibrium
equation and the Neumann and Dirichlet condition.

To introduce the equations onto the I'. contact zone, the following notations are
adopted

u=@W.an)n+u=u+u, o) =c, ()N +0o (W), [5]

where u! and u! respectively represent the normal and tangential displacements

and o,(u') and o (u’) respectively designate the normal and tangential stresses
wheret isaunitary fixed tangent vector.

The equations modelling the unilateral contact on I, become
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[u,]<0, o, (<0 o, (uu,]=0. (6]

The [u,] notation represents the (u*.n*+u’.n?) jump of the normal
displacement through the I'. contact zone. The [6] conditions, expressing the

unilateral contact between the two bodies, describe respectively the non-penetration
condition, the sign condition on the normal stress and the complementary condition.

The conditions of Coulomb’sfriction on T, are written

o (W) < pjo, (u),
o, (W)|< o, (W|=[u]=0, [7]
lo (W)|=ulo,(u)|=3120 st. [4,]=-Ao,(u).

Here [U,] representsthe jump of the tangential velocity through T, .

REMARK. — In this paper, we are interested in the discrete formulation with
Lagrange multipliers of the friction. Then we restrict ourself to the displacement
formulation of the friction and we replace [u,] in[7] by [u,].

Let us consider K as the closed convex cone of admissible displacements which
satisfies the conditions of non penetration

K={=(v,v,)e V'xV%[v,]<0 on T}

where V' :{v"e (HY(Q')*,v=0 on I“UJ} a

The variational formulation corresponding to problem [1]-[7], obtained by
Duvaut and Lions (Duvaut, 1972) consists of finding u which verifies

ue K, a(u,v-u)+ j(u,v)—jluu) = L(v-u), Vve K [9]

where

a(u,v) =a'(u,v) +a’*(u,v), a'(uv)= J.(D"s(ul) tg(v'))dQ, [10]

L(v) = fo I vidQ + J.gj.deF, i(U,v) =fu o, (u)|[v.]dr, [11]

are defined for all u and v in Sobolev's standard space (H'(L2))*. The functional
j(.,.) trandatesfriction.
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3. Mixed variational formulation of the discrete problem

Let 3! bearegular family of partitionsof Q' into triangles (or quadrangles) x

Q= Jx [12]

h, = maxh, [13]

where h_  denotes the diameter of the triangle (quadrangle) k. Let
h=max(h,,h,). For any integer q=0, the notation P, (k) denotes the space of the

polynomials with the global degree < q on x . The finite element space used in Q'
isthen defined by

VI = e (C@), Ve S, v)

() V) =0jq=1or2,  [14]

and the approximation space of V becames V, =V} xV?.

The contact zone T, inherits two independent regular families of

monodimensional meshes. The set of nodes belonging to triangulation 3! are
denoted

gl=f <xl<..<x! <xg(h)}. [15]

N(h)-1

In order to express the constraints by using conveniently chosen Lagrange
multipliers on the contact zone, we have to introduce first the space describing the
degree of the polynomial approximation

WE(L,) = v, Vi € Vi = WE (D) x W2 (T)

[16]
ot € P(k.z [)o<i< N(h)}thf’,;J(FC)XWrg'J(FC)

W(T,) = {Mh.uh

where z) =X}, Zy. = Xye and for k=1,.,N(h)-1, z, denotes the middle of

segment T) | = [x;_l,xlK ]
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The Lagrange multipliers associated to the normal and tangential stresses on the
I'. contact surface either belong to the space W((I,) consisting of continuous
piecewise linear functions either belong to the W/ (T,) space consisting of constant
piecewise functions (figure 1).

e )
.
. wkﬂ 4 Vi K2 TUk WKH
| ‘ MK Mk Sl e
L) -r‘\ a3 o) -"‘. la)
k+1 k k-1 k+1 k k-1
. . H H 0
Lagrange multipliers e W (T, ) Lagrange multipliers € W (I, )

Figure 1. Graphic representation of the two Lagrange multiplier spaces

Next, we introduce the convex cones associated to the normal and tangential
stresses on the contact zone I.. Let M} =M, xMj, be the convex sets of
continuous piecewise linear Lagrange multipliers

Mi\n = { !"lh € V\/hln(r‘c)’J.Mh\uhdl—‘2 07 V\Uh € Whln(l—‘c)’luh 2 Oon Fc} 7

< [sw,dr, vy, e w;(rc)}, [17]

e

M:Vl\t = {Mh € Whlt(rc)a .[thhdr
T

where s, is the given dlip bound on I',. We then consider the convex sets of
piecewise constant Lagrange multipliers denoted M| = M} xM} and defined on
I, asfollows

M?\n = { u'h € W:H(FC),J.MhthFZ 0’ th € W;n(rc)!q]h 2 Oon Fc] !
e

fuhwhdf
e

Te

< _[shwhdF, Yy, € W, (FC)} . [18]

M?\I = {“’h € W}g(l—‘c)!

In order to solve the Coulomb’s frictional contact problem [9] with Lagrange
multipliers method, we introduce the following intermediary problem with a given
dlip limit s, (see (Baillet, 2002-2003) for detailed study)
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. Find (u,,A,,,A,) €V, XM, xM,, suchthat:
a(u,.v,) = [A [V, Jd0 = [A,[v,Jd0 = L(v,), W, €V,
Te Te

P(sh) [19]

< J‘(th_}\'hn)[uhn]dF-I-J.(vm_xht)[uht]drsov

v(vhn’vht)e Mhn X M ht 7

\
where M, =M7}, orM} and M, =M} or M?,.

The discrete mixed problem P(s,) admits a unique solution (see (Hadlinger,
1982)). It becomes then possible to define a map @, as follows

o M, —->M,

20
S, > Ay, [20]

where (u,,A,,,A,,) isthe solution of P(s,). The introduction of this map allows the
definition of a discrete solution of Coulomb’s frictional contact problem [9].

4. Matrix formulation of the global type approach

The matrix formulation of the mixed problem of two bodies Q' and Q® in
contact is given by fixing h, the element lengths. One then has a discretization

including N=N;+N, nodes where N is the number of nodes belongingto Q'. TheN
basic functions of V, are noted ¢, , i=1,...,N sothat if u, = (u},u?) we have

w= Pt and v = P o, (21

i=Np+1

We designate by m the number of nodes (i=1,...m) on I (Slave surface)

belonging to the Q' mesh and by n (i= N3+1,...N;+n+1) the number of nodes on
I'? (master surface) belonging to the Q mesh. The discrete multipliers of the

normal and tangential contact stresses are defined on I'! asfollows

Mo = Y A (Qw, and 4, = YA, (K, [22]
k=1 k=1

where vy, arethe mbasic functionson I'" at the k nodes.
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The first discrete formulation equation of the contact problem with friction on
the Q' domain has the following matricial form

Gl
N

KU'-| G [A=F, [23]
0

where K* designates the elastic rigidity matrix linked to Q*, U* designates the
vector whose components are the nodal values of u; and A =(A,A,) the vector

of components A, (K), A, (K) for k=1,...,m. The vector of exterior forces is noted
F whereas G.,G! are the coupling symmetrical matrices (of order m) between

multipliers and displacements. The coefficients of G}, andG: matrices are
respectively defined by

aj; = f(Pi-nledF,ls i,j<m,
e

[24]
a; = fcpi-tl\u,-dr,ls i j<m.
e

REMARK. — For a fixed choice of all the multipliers, the G, and G; meatrices are
identical and will be noted G'=G,, =G;. In the same manner, the system of
unknown equations U? and A on Q? iswritten

GZ,l
N

K2U? -| G |A = F?, [25]
0

G*' =G% =G2?" is a rectangular matrix of n lines and m columns whose
coefficients are

aﬁ}1=_[<p‘.n2wjdr, N, <i<N,+n+letl<j<m [26]
Te

Finally the problem of contact with friction between the two bodiesis written
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Gl

K oYu') | o =

(o KZIUZJ_ G Az(FZ]' [27]
0

The interest now isin the matricial writing of the contact and friction conditions

[ =AU Jdr+ [ (v, =20, JA0 €0, (v, v,)EM, [28]

with M, =M}, XM} or M, =M} xM},. Let U, and U, be the vectors whose
components are respectively the noda values of [u,,] and [u,]. It can be shown
(Baillet, 2003) that the preceding ineguation is written

(G'AL) <0,

(Ui +(G) ™" =(G*)'UY), <0,

(G'A) (UL +(G") " =(G™)'U}), <0,

(G'AL)| S-u(AL), 29
|(GIAT)‘|< —wWA,), = (U7 +(G") " -(G*)'U7), =0,
(G'A,), (U +(G) " =(G™)'U7), <o0.

Construction of the G* and G*>* matrices

In the case of the basic functions y, on T, continuous piecewise linear (P1) or
constant piecewise (P0O) and for the Q1 finite elements, the construction of the
G'and G** matrices is described in this paragraph. The G' matrix coefficients for

functions y, of the PO and P1 type are shown on figure 2 and 3 respectively.

The G** matrix is the matrix coupling the m slave nodes of the T surface and

c

the n master nodes of the I’ surface. To determine the expression of the

coefficients of this coupling matrix, in the case when the surfaces are not smooth
(figure 4a), it is necessary to proceed first of al to a projection of the interface nodes
onto a curvilinear abscissa that isnoted “s’ (figure 4b).

If one wishes to fill the G** matrix column corresponding to the k slave node,
one calculates the curvilinear abscissa of the nodes of I} and I'? by fixing the
origin s=0 to the node k.
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L
( a L 2 2
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B —gL 1a>§ e E ya<—

sL a so0 sl a  s0
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Figure 3. Coefficient of G* for P1 shape functions v,

Figure 4. a. Contact surfaces I''* and I'? at time t; b. Projection of the contact

c c

surfaces I',' and I"’? on the curvilinear abscissa s

The non null coefficients of G** for the k slave node are a,, ,a’;,, &, a’;, or

kT Lk
21 2,1

ar,,,a’,.a if onechoosesthe y, basisfunctions of the P1 type (figure 5a) or of
the PO type (figure 5b).
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1 . o
IR
na R RS
—e o
k+1 k k-1 k+1 'k k-1
a. P1 shape functions v, b. PO shape functions v,

Figure 5. Coefficient calculation of the matrix G** for the dave node k

5. Numerical Results

In this section, one studies and compares numerically the performances of the
methods shown previoudly in the case of contact with friction or without friction ;
the analysis of the quality of approximation of these methods having been presented
in (Coorevits, 2002; Baillet, 2002). These methods have been implemented into
PLAST2 (Bruyére, 1997; Baillet, 2002) a finite elements code in explicit dynamics
based on the method of the Lagrange multipliers. This code deals with contact and
friction conditions with either the Lagrange interpolation operator (local type
approach) or the mortar-finite element approach (global type approach). For the first
approach, contact is defined for each node of the dave surface by using the
intervention of the closest segment defined by 2 nodes of the master surface. This
gives to the condition (also called node-on-segment contact condition), a very local
characteristic observed on the different chosen tests.

5.1. First numerical test

In this numerical test, one considers the contact problem shown in figure 6. The
Q' domain is a part of a disc of 1 mm radius, the Q' domain is a rectangle of
1.8 mm x 0.3 mm. On each domain, the behavior law is that of Hooke for the
isotropic and homogeneous materials. For k=1,2

BV g ef (U 4D et u), [30]

ol(U) =
1-2v)@+v,) 1+v,

with E;=70000M Pa, E,=7000M Pa and v;=v,=0.3.

The Q' domain is embedded in the I'? boundary. The displacement imposed on
I'! isvertical and its value is -0.1581mm. The displacement of T'" versustimeisa

parabolic trgectory. Its maximum value corresponds to the time where the
derivativeis zero.
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On each solid, one uses rectangular finite elements of the Q1 type (4 node
quadrangles) or of the Q2 quadratic type (8 node quadrangles) in plane strains
(Ciarlet, 1978). Let us note that the normal and tangential stresses are represented on
each figure for a maximum indentation of -0.1581mm.

-6.E-01 -4.E-01 -2.E-01 0.E+00 2.E-01 4.E-01 6.E-01

0.E+00 - - T , !
/- PLAST2/ Slave surface = body 2
-1.E+03 -8~ ABAQUS / Slave surface = body 1
o - ABAQUS / Slave surface = body 2
-2.E+03
e X ] %/
-4.E+03 A

-6.E+03

Normal stresses (MP:

Curvilinear abscissa (mm)

Figure 6. Finite element model Figure 7. Normal stresses with the local
type approach

5.1.1. The local type approach: comparison of PLAST2 and ABAQUS Sandard
codes

The aim is to compare PLAST2 and ABAQUS codes on a problem of contact
without friction using the classical node-on-segment approach. This allows us firstly
to validate the PLAST2 code and to show the limits of the local type approach for
dealing with the contact conditions. Let us note that to solve problem [27] using a

dynamic code, one replaces the displacement cycle imposed on T'! by a very weak

vertical speed (damping and inertia terms are therefore negligible) subjected to the
same surface that puts the two solids under the same deformation cycle. Since the

contact surface deforms during this cycle, it is necessary to update the G and G**
coupling matrixes at each time step increment.

Figure 7 represents the distribution of the contact normal stresses for a maximum
indentation when T or I'? isthe slave surface. One will note the similarities of the
stresses calculated by the two codes and the asymmetrical results obtained when the

dlave surface is changed. It is clear that on this test the local type approach has
shown its limits.

5.1.2. The global type approach in PLAST2 with Q1 finite elements type

In this paragraph, another technique to approximate contact problems
implemented in PLAST?2 is presented, called global type approach. One considers
first of al the problem of contact without friction. This involves studying the

behavior of the global type approach whether T or I'? ischosen as adave surface.

[
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By considering the case of piecewise constant multipliers on the contact interface
(M?), the symmetrical behavior of the global type approach compared to the local
one is observed on the distribution of the contact stresses (figure 8) obtained for the
maximum indentation and for the choice of whatever slave surface (I or I7?).

The comparison of figures 7 and 8 shows that the global type approach makes

the management of the contact more symmetrical when dlave surfaces are
interchanged.

On figure 9, one will note the similarities of the contact normal stresses when
M, =M and M, =M; (POand P1multipliers respectively).

6E0L  -4E01  -2E01  0.E+00 2601 4E01 6.E01 6E0L  4E01  2E01  0EH0  2E01  4E0L 6.E-01
0.E+00 0.E+00 W.\ /W
1E+03 _ 1E+03 ]
;_M‘ ~#- Slave surface = body 1 s -5 Lagrange multiplier P1
=
=3 6~ Slave surface = body 2 < -
8 -2.E+03 g 26403 ~o- Lagrange multiplier PO
2 g
8 =
E = 3E+03
5 3E+03 g
5 E
] -4.E+03
o \S\g\@’/
5.E+03
-5.E403

Curvilinear abscissa (mm)
Curvilinear abscissa (mm)

Figure 8. Normal contact stresses  Figure 9. Normal contact stresses
(maximum indentation) when I'! or I'} (M, =M. or M, =M_) for I}

[ [

is the dave surface with the global type  dave surface
approach

6.E-01 -4.E01 2.E01 0.E+00 201 4E01 6.E-01 6.E-01 -4.E-01 2.E-01 0.E+00 2E-01 4E-01 6.E-01
1E+03 1E+03
0.6+00 0.E+00
g £ \
2 -1E+03 —~o—Nornal stresses  /P1/p=0.5 2 .1E+03 ~&=Normal stresses  / P1/1=0.05
@ -5 Tangential stresses / P1/u=0.5 Py ~5- Tangential stresses / P1/1=0.05
@ ——Nornal stresses /PO /=05 b4 —— Normal stresses /PO /i=0.05
3 -2.6+03 —=— Tangential stresses / PO/ u=0.5 2 oE+03 —=— Tangential stresses / PO/ =0.05
3 3
B S
g 3E0s S 3E+03
8 5
4.E+03 ©
\\\/ -4.E+03
-5.E+03 \\9\‘,//
X X 5.E+03
Curvilinear abscissa (mm) B
Curvilinear abscissa (mm)

Figure 10. Normal and tangential stresses(M,, =M. or M, =M. ) for different
Coulomb friction
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Let us now consider the case of a problem of contact with Coulomb’s friction.
One has to insure the correct behavior of the globa type approach by using the
different convex approximations (M, =M} or M, =M;) linked to normal and
tangential stresses. In this case, the preceding comments apply. In particular, the
shape of the normal and tangential stressesis similar (figure 10) for the two types of
approximations of M, and for different p friction coefficients.

5.1.3. The global type approach in PLAST2 with Q2 finite elements type

The global type approach has been implemented into PLAST2 for quadratic
finite elements Q2 to simulate the problem of contact with Coulomb’s friction
between two elastic solids (see (Moussaoui, 1992)) for a problem of unilateral
contact without friction).

The convexes of Lagrange multipliers are continuous piecewise linear functions
(M?) or constant piecewise functions (M) on T, . The use of such finite elements
gives hope for a better precision of calculation compared to rectangular or linear
elements (Moussaoui, 1992). Figures 11 and 12 validate the correct behavior of the
global type approach for problems of contact with or without friction. In the same
manner for finite elements of the Q1 type, the results are identical for the Lagrange

multipliers M, =M} or M, =M} .

-6.E-01

0.E+00

-LE+03

-2.E+03

-3.E+03

Nnormal stresses (MPa)

-4.E+03

-5.E+03

-4.E-01

-2.E-01 0.E+00 2E-01

4E-01 6.E-01

-8 Q2 elements/ Multipliers PO

= Q1 elements/ Multipliers PO

RN

I

\

7

N

7

SN

Curvilinear abscissa (mm)

Contact stresses (MPa)

-6.E-0L
1E+03

-4.E-01

201 0.E+00 2.E-01 4.E-01 6.E-01

0.E+00

-LE+03

% ——Normal stresses  /Q2-P0/ 1=0.05 ;

-2.E+03

-3.E+03

-4.E+03

—=- Tangential stresses / Q2-P0 / ji=0.05
~o- Normal stresses  /Q2-P1/1=0.05
-5 Tangential stresses / Q2-P1 / u=0.05

-5.E+03

SNl

Curvilinear abscissa (mm)

Figure1l. Normal stresses
(M, =M_)) for Q1 and Q2 element
type without friction

Figure 12. Normal and tangential
stresses (M,, =M. o M, =M})
for Q2 element type and u=0.05

5.2. Second numerical test

In the case of contact with friction of a deformable body on a rigid surface, one
studies numerically the performance of the methods shown above for M, =M? and

M, =M. . The numerica tests have been carried out on the finite element code

PLAST?2. In the numerical tests, the behavior law is that of Hooke for isotropic and
homogeneous materials



Mixed F.E. formulation in contact problem 301

Ev

E
msijsmm(u)‘kmg‘j(u), [31]

Gy (u)=

with E=7.10* MPaet v=0.3.

The Q domain is a rectangle measuring 1.3 mm x 0.3 mm. The discretisation is
carried out with finite rectangular elements of the Q1 type in plane strains. The
origin of the curvilinear abscissa is defined from the point O in the trigonometric

direction. A total displacement of 2.10°mm is imposed on the I'' and I'? (see

figure 13). The horizontal displacement isnull on T . The vertical displacement on
I'? is free which enables a detachment of the deformable body for a curvilinear

abscissa superior to 0.7mm (see figure 15a). The Tresca threshold stress is equal to
200MPa.

1
—— M, Tresca=200.Mpa
0
[
E = My, Tresca=200.Mpa +
g ]
G 01
=y
g
s
(8]
0.01
0.01 Discretisation parameter (h) 0.1
Figure 13. Vertical displacement on Figure 14. Convergence rates of
the reference mesh the two approach M, =M. and
M, =M i

Having no analytic solution for the problem treated, the |u—u,|| error in the

energy is numerically estimated by |u,, —u,|. The reference solution is calculated
on areference mesh containing 9678 elements.

On figure 14 the convergence order of the different methods for different
discretisation parameter h is represented. It can be seen that the convergence is
similar for the two approaches. On figure 15, one can see that the normal stress is
not a negative function over al the interface, this is due to the use of dlightly
negative Lagrange multipliers. However this method enables the singularities of the
stresses edges to be attenuated.
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Figure 16. Comparison between local and global type approach on a forging
simulation of three deformable bodies
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5.3. Third numerical test

This test enables the global type approach to be validated when compared to the
local one, in the case of a simulation of three deformable bodies in contact with one
another and with a rigid surface (figure 16). The bodies have an elasto-plastic
behaviour (o, =348(210 +¢” ). Penetrations of the master nodes into the slave

surface appear in the simulation using the local type approach and they generate a
divergence of the calculation whereas the simulation with the global one is carried
out without problems.

6. Conclusion

For the management of a problem of friction contact with the mortar-finite
element method and for the construction of a matrix expressing the friction contact
of deformable bodies, one can choose form functions (linked to Lagrange
multipliers) which are continuous piecewise linear (P1) or constant piecewise (PO).
These two approaches have been implemented in PLAST2. Mathematically and
numerically on problems of contact with friction, the results of normal and
tangential contact stresses are similar when using both approximations (PO or P1) of
Lagrange multipliers.

For a discretisation with quadrilateral elements of the Q1 or Q2 type, it has been
established on various numerical tests, that the mortar-finite element method makes
the management of the contact much more symmetrical when slave surfaces are
exchanged, thus closer to physics. Finally, it has been shown that the formulation of
this global type approach is also appropriate for Q1 or Q2 finite elements.
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