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Abstract

The paper proposes a new double-stage large flow protection relief valve
based on the double-stage linkage structure, to solve the problem that when
it is impacted by the top plate, the traditional hydraulic support protective
relief valve has smaller overflow and lower sensitivity, which causes the
column circuit to be damaged. The flow field characteristics of double-stage
protective relief valve are numerically simulated by the computational fluid
dynamics method and semi-implicit connection pressure equation calculation
model. Then the dynamic characteristics of the flow field distribution of the
double-stage protective relief valve are obtained. According to the law of
fluid flow, the structure of main valve core is optimized for the negative
pressure, cavitation and vortex area. The flow field characteristics of the
optimized double-stage protection valve are simulated and analyzed. In the
end, the flow field characteristics of optimized double-stage protective relief
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valve are compared with the original. The results show that the negative
pressure value of double-stage protective relief valve is reduced by 15%,
and the outlet velocity of double-stage protective relief valve is reduced
by 21% compared to the unoptimized when the main core is fully opened.
The research results provide reference for the evolution design of high-flow,
impact-resistant hydraulic support safety valve structure.

Keywords: Hydraulic support, double-stage safety protection valve, flow
field, dynamic characteristic.

1 Introduction

The development trend of coal mining working face is comprehensive
mechanization and unmanned, and the work efficiency and safety perfor-
mance requirements of coal mining and operation process are constantly
improved [1]. The hydraulic support is one of the core equipment of fully
mechanized mining face. The safety valve installed on the column is an
important part of the hydraulic support. It is used to limit the actual working
resistance of the hydraulic support so that it does not exceed the allowable
value [2]. Compared with the single-acting safety valve used in traditional
hydraulic supports, it cannot solve the insignificant random impact caused
by the vibration of the equipment [3], so it is required to design a two-stage
protection large-flow safety valve for the hydraulic support that can meet the
needs of different working conditions.

In recent years for safety protection valve design, Li [4] has designed
a new type of differential high-pressure large-flow safety valve. The fluid-
structure coupling simulation is performed by ADINA software, and the
dynamic characteristics of the safety valve are simulated in AMESim soft-
ware. Guo Yongchang [5] proposed a dynamic and static loading test bench
for safety valves, and verified the correctness of the simulation results of the
safety valve flow field through experiments. Guo [6] used Simulink module in
MATLAB to build the simulation model of safety valve and analyzed the
impact resistance characteristics. In addition, a hydraulic circuit is built, and
MATLAB and AMESim are used to simulate the unloading capacity of the
two-stage safety valve after impact. Han Fengxia [7] used CFD DESIGN
to analyze the flow field of the spool of the safety valve and carried out
experimental verification. Literature [8] made a statistical analysis of the
massive damage of the hydraulic support safety valve of Holsinghe Mine, and
proved that the quality of the hydraulic oil and the excessive impact load are
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the main reasons for its damage. Literature [9–12] carried out hydrodynamic
analysis and simulation of the spool of the safety valve from the perspective
of fluid mechanics. At present, there are few researches to solve the negative
pressure, cavitation, cavitation and vortex area of the main spool. This paper
proposes a new high-flow safety protection valve based on the double-stage
linkage structure, and makes structural optimization for the above problems.

In there, for the process of opening-overflow-closing of the two-stage
safety valve when the hydraulic support roof is subjected to a large impact
load, for the partial flow field of the main spool, with the help of computa-
tional fluid dynamics method, the Semi-Implicit Method for Pressure Linked
Equations calculation model and RNG k-ε turbulence model, numerically
simulate in the flow field of the main spool of the two-stage safety valve is
implemented, and the Origin software is used to fit numerically the charac-
teristic streamline to obtain the change of the internal flow field of the safety
valve during the opening of the main spool rules and optimize and improve
the structure.

2 Structural Characteristics and Working Principle of
Safety Valve

Based on the design of direct-acting relief valve and differential cone valve
linkage structure, the hydraulic support has a two-stage high-flow safety valve
structure design, which is divided into two-stage safety valves, of which the
first-stage uses a small-flow direct-acting structure (Secondary spool), the
second stage adopts a large-flow differential structure (The main spool) [13],
and its internal structure is shown in Figure 1.

 
1-valve connector; 2- valve seat; 3- main valve core; 4- valve sleeve; 5- outer spring seat;

6- auxiliary valve core; 7- inner spring seat; 8- outer spring; 9- inner spring; 10- inner 
spring adjusting screw sleeve; 11-dust cover 

Figure 1 Structure of double stage protective relief valve.
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The working principle of the two-stage safety valve is connected to the
hydraulic support column circuit. When the top plate of the hydraulic support
is less impacted or the support vibrates, when the pressure in the lower
chamber of the column rises to the opening pressure of the auxiliary valve
core, the direct-acting valve opens. The liquid flows out from the jet port on
the dust cover of the safety valve, so that the pressure in the lower cavity of
the column can be controlled. When the top plate pressure is large and the top
plate sinks faster, resulting in a large impact load, the pressure in the lower
cavity of the support column suddenly rises. At this time, the main valve
core opens and the high-pressure liquid flows out through the outlet A, and
the column is quickly Unloading to ensure the stability of the entire circuit of
the hydraulic support.

The rated flow and rated pressure of the first-stage direct-acting valve.
When the pressure fluctuation range of the column circuit is small, a certain
amount of liquid is discharged to ensure the stability of the circuit pres-
sure. Due to its structural limitation, the first-stage direct-acting valve has
a small flow and opening pressure Relatively low; the rated flow and rated
pressure of the secondary differential main valve. When the column circuit
produces large pressure fluctuations due to the impact of the roof, the circuit
is unloaded and protected by discharging a large amount of high -pressure
liquid, so that the safety valve is in the situation of sudden pressure changes.
Can maintain a good unloading capacity.

3 CFD Simulation of Flow Field Characteristics of
Double-Stage Safety Valve

3.1 Computational Model Calibration

Among several equations of computational fluid mechanics, Semi-Implicit
Method for Pressure Linked Equations based on velocity-pressure coupling
is currently the main method for solving the characteristics of incompressible
liquid flow field [14]. Boundary conditions are u,v as the initial value of the
velocity component in the x direction and y direction, and the pressure p is
derived by the momentum equation [15].

The controlling equation for flow and heat transfer is:

∂u

∂x
+

∂v

∂y
= 0 (1)
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Where ρ is the fluid density, µ is the dynamic viscosity.
The initial state of the flow field is stationary, Re indicates the dimension-

less number of fluid flow. When the flow reaches a steady state, the x-direction
dimensionless velocity U, the y-direction dimensionless velocity V.

The dimensionless incompressible Navier-Stokes equation is:

∇ · U⃗ = 0 (4)

∂U⃗

∂t
+∇ · (U⃗ U⃗) +∇P − 1

Re
∇2U⃗ = 0 (5)

Integrating over the equation:∮
S
n⃗ · U⃗dS = 0 (6)∫

V

∂u
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dV +

∮
S
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∮
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Re
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∮
S
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Re

∮
S
(n⃗ · ∇)vdS = 0 (8)

Using the finite volume method to discretize the equations, the discretized
continuity equation is:

(u∗i,j − u∗i−1,j)∆y + (v∗i,j − v∗i,j−1)∆x = 0 (9)

The discretized momentum equation is:
ai,ju

∗
i,j =

∑
anbu

∗
nb + (u∗i−1,j − u∗i,j) + u∗i,j

ai,jv
∗
i,j =

∑
anbv

∗
nb + (v∗i,j−1 − v∗i,j) + v∗i,j

(10)

Where a and b are the coefficient and constant terms; and the others are
the terms related to the number of iterations.
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When the first iteration is performed, the initial pressure value is defined,
the velocity component after the first iteration can be obtained according to
Equation (10), and the initial pressure value is corrected according to the
velocity component. The pressure correction equation is:

ai,jp
′
I,J = aI,Jp

′
J−1,I + aI−1,Jp

′
J−1,I + aI,J−1p

′
J,I+1

+ aI,J−1p
′
J,I+1 + b′I,J (11)

The corrected pressure value and velocity component are used to modify
the velocity value. The velocity correction equation is:

p′I,J = pI,J + p′I,J

ui,j = u∗i,J +
Ai,J

ai,J
(p′I+1,J − p′I,J)

vi,j = v′I,j +
AI,j

aI,j
(p′I,j−1 − p′I,J)

(12)

Where A is used to calculate the area of the micro element.
It can be seen from the fluid mechanics that a mass conservation equation

and three momentum conservation equations form an Navier-Stokes equation
system, but when using the Reynolds average method for time averaging,
Navier-Stokes equation system is not closed. In order to close the equations,
the k-ε model is introduced, namely the turbulent flow energy k equation
and the turbulence dissipation rate ε equation. The standard model will
produce certain turbulence models with strong swirl, curved wall flow and
other turbulence models. The RNG k-ε model corrects the turbulent viscosity,
which is more efficient for liquid flow processing with high strain rate and a
large degree of streamline bending [16], so the RNG k-ε model is selected
for this problem shown as Equation (13).

∂(ρk)
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(13)

Where ueff is the turbulent viscosity; k is the turbulent kinetic energy;
ε is the turbulent dissipation rate; C1s C2s αk and αs are the turbulent model
constants.
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3.2 Fluid Model Operation

The main content of the simulation analysis of the internal flow field of the
double-stage protection large-flow safety valve is the process of the spool
from opening to full opening. The opening size of the two-stage differential
spool is 1.0 mm, 3.0 mm and 5.5 mm by extraction Flow channel, numerical
simulation of the distribution law of working medium pressure and velocity
in the internal flow field of the two-stage safety valve from open to fully
open [16]. The flow path model of the safety valve when the opening size of
the main valve core is not optimized is 5.5 mm, as shown in Figure 2.

The pressure inlet boundary and pressure outlet boundary are used in the
FLUENT solution calculation. The inlet boundary is the left end, and the
outlet boundary is 6 liquid outlets of the second-stage differential valve and
4 liquid outlets of the first-stage direct-acting valve. According to the design
sample of the two-stage safety valve, the rated opening pressure of the safety
valve is 50 MPa, the maximum pressure overshoot is 25%, so the inlet
pressure is set to 62 MPa, and the outlet pressure is standard atmospheric
pressure. The fluid medium in the hydraulic support is a high water-based
emulsion, which is made up of 5% emulsified oil and 95% neutral water, and
its fluid properties are similar to water. CFD simulation is used to obtain the
pressure characteristic distribution cloud diagram of the gradual opening of
the safety valve.

3.3 Fluid Model Verification

As can be seen from Figure 3, when the safety valve is gradually opened
under the set pressure, the pressure of T1 port gradually decreases, which is
the same as the result in literature [7]. In order to verify the accuracy of CFD
simulation, the experimental bench as shown in Figure 4 is established.

 
Figure 2 Model of the double stage protective relief valve.
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(a) Two-stage differential spool opening of 1mm 

 
(b) Two-stage differential spool opening of 3mm 

 
(c) Two-stage differential spool opening of 5.5mm (Stabilization opening)

Figure 3 Pressure contour chart.

The outlet pressure of the safety valve is tested. When the safety valve is
stably opened under the pressure of 62 MPa, the T1 outlet pressure is tested
for many times. The average value is about 34.53 MPa, the CFD simulation
pressure is 36.48 MPa, and the relative error is 5.35%. The experimental
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Figure 4 Experimental bench.

Figure 5 Pressure distribution of the safety valve.

value is slightly lower than the simulated value at the stable opening of the
second-stage differential spool, ignoring the effect of pressure fluctuation of
the experimental system and the accuracy of the sensor, which can prove the
validity of CFD simulation and the accuracy of the model.

4 Result Analysis

Two-stage safety valve main spool fully open flow field internal pressure and
velocity streamlines are shown in Figures 5 and 6, respectively.

As can be seen from Figure 5, the pressure drop when the working
medium flows through the two-stage differential valve is mainly concentrated
at the annular cross-flow cross section of the main spool, and a local vortex
area is generated at the sudden pressure change, and it can be seen at the
outlet of the auxiliary spool There is a negative pressure at the outlet of
the main spool. It can be seen from Figure 6 that as the working medium
is largely released from the opening of the secondary differential spool, the
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Figure 6 Velocity distribution of the safety valve.

velocity change in the overflow area of the secondary differential valve is
large, because the working medium affects the The impact makes the flow
velocity of the working medium change the most drastically here, and the
probability of cavitation and cavitation is greatly increased here.

The occurrence of negative pressure areas is prone to cavitation and cav-
itation, and the dramatic changes in flow rate are also one of the reasons for
cavitation and cavitation. It is possible to reduce the chance of cavitation and
cavitation by reasonably changing the structure and size of each component,
thereby reducing local pressure impact and noise. At the same time, as the
differential valve releases a large amount of high-pressure and high-speed
working medium, in the over-flow area where the structural change occurs,
the vortex area is prone to appear due to the separation of the outflow from
the valve body wall. Therefore, if the safety valve continues to work under
this condition, the corrosion of the valve body and the loss of pressure will
gradually become severe, which seriously affects the safety and working life
of the safety valve [17].

The dynamic characteristics of the main spool of a two-stage safety valve
are quantitatively analyzed. The flow fields with spool openings of 1 mm
and 3 mm were analyzed respectively. Select the pressure and velocity at a
series of points on the central streamline from the inlet to the outlet, and use.
Origin to fit the simulation data to obtain the internal pressure and velocity
of the main spool opening size of 1 mm, 3 mm and 5.5 mm respectively.
The distribution law is shown in Figures 7 and 8.

It can be seen from Figure 7 that when the size of the spool opening is
1 mm, the inlet pressure of the safety valve is 61.69 MPa. As the opening
of the main spool increases, the inlet pressure decreases to 59.32 MPa.
The pressure at the entrance of the main spool decreases from 59.55 MPa to
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Figure 7 Full flow channel pressure under different main vavle core opening sizes.

Figure 8 Full flow path velocity under different main valve core opening sizes.

55.99 MPa with the increase of the spool opening, and the pressure drop at the
annular cross-flow section of the main spool gradually decreases. The pres-
sure drop decreases from 56.98 MPa to 19.13 MPa, and then stabilizes
Reduce to atmospheric pressure. Finally, there is a certain negative pressure
value at the outlet of the valve sleeve of the safety valve. It can be seen from
Figure 8 that when the opening of the main spool is 1 mm, the flow velocity
of the inlet of the safety valve is 28.61 m/s, and the maximum flow velocity
is 287.06 m/s at the annular cross-section of the main spool. As the opening
of the main spool increases, the flow velocity at the inlet of the safety valve
gradually rises to 73.15 m/s, the maximum flow velocity of the main valve
spool cross-section decreases to 192.55 m/s and the maximum flow velocity
appears before the outlet of the safety valve is 314.30 m/s. It can be seen
that with the opening of the main spool, the maximum flow rate is transferred
from the annular flow cross section of the main spool to the outlet of the
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safety valve. The flow velocity of the working medium in the entire flow
channel generally shows a trend from low to high along the direction of
the streamline. Among them, the flow velocity at the annular flow-through
interface has a tendency to increase first and then decrease, and there is a
certain speed fluctuation at the outlet of the safety valve. It is caused by the
structure of the runner.

During the simulation, the results were found to be unsatisfactory.
The main reason was that the unreasonable structural design resulted in
pressure loss and the appearance of vortex zones. Based on the results of
the flow field analysis, further structural optimization plans are as follows:

Compare the pressure and velocity distribution near the main spool and
auxiliary spool outlets, and change the outlet of the differential valve to a 45◦

uniformly distributed outlet to reduce the inner wall surface of the outlet near
the outlet Shock. In addition, the pressure and velocity at the junction of the
main spool liquid outlet and the inner wall of the valve sleeve change greatly,
and cavitation and vortex areas are prone to occur. Therefore, rounds are
added to increase the impact caused by the structural mutation. The structure
of the safety valve is adjusted according to the optimization result of the
safety valve structural characteristics. The optimized two-stage safety valve
flow channel model is shown in Figure 9. After that, the flow field is simulated
again, and the simulation results are shown in Figures 10 and 11.

It can be seen from Figures 10 and 11 that from the inlet of the safety valve
to the inlet of the main spool is similar to the unmodified flow field, but when
the spool opening is 1 mm, the negative pressure area disappears at the cross-
section of the auxiliary spool, and the The negative pressure value before

Figure 9 Improved model of the safety valve.
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Figure 10 Improved pressure distribution in the flow channel.

Figure 11 Improved velocity distribution in the full flow channel.

the outlet of the safety valve is reduced by 12% compared with that before
the improvement, and the negative pressure value when the spool opening is
5.5 mm is reduced by 15% compared with the unmodified one. According to
the figure, the fluctuation of the flow rate is reduced, and the outlet flow rate
is reduced to 236.49 m/s when the spool opening is 5.5 mm, which is a 21%
year-on-year decrease.

It can be seen from the process of opening to full opening after the
optimization of the main spool structure that the pressure and flow velocity
distribution of the main spool at the liquid outlet is more uniform, and the
range of negative pressure is greatly reduced. That is to reduce the probability
of cavitation, cavitation and vortex area. Because the pressure shock and
vibration are reduced, the stability and reliability of the safety valve during
the working process have been greatly improved.
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5 Conclusion

This paper proposes a two-stage safety valve in hydraulic support and CFD
is used to dynamically simulate the flow field of the safety valve. The main
conclusions are as follows:

(1) When the working medium flows to the outlet through the annular
cross-flow cross section of the main spool of the two-stage safety
valve, a obvious negative pressure area and vortex area appeared, which
seriously affects the safety and working life of the safety valve.

(2) After optimizing the local structure of the safety valve, the probability
of occurrence of cavitation and vortex areas in the internal flow field
is greatly reduced. After the main spool is fully opened, the negative
pressure value is reduced by 15% compared with that before the opti-
mization. The flow rate is reduced by 21%, which effectively improves
the performance of the two-stage safety valve.
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